SPECIAL STORAGE NEEDS
Some relief items require special attention in terms of the type and security of the storage area. For example:
· Medical supplies and drug shipments can contain a large number of small, highly-valued and, often, restricted items, many with a limited shelf-life. Thus, a secure area is required, as well as judicious attention to expiry dates.

· Controlled substances require a separate, secure storage area.

· Antibiotics and vaccines require temperature-controlled cold storage arrangements, with sufficient capacity and a reliable, as well as a back-up, power source.

· Combustible items, such as alcohol and ether, must be stored separately, preferable in a cool, secure shed in the compound but outside the main warehouse.

Specific attention is required when storing and handling these supplies. Inventory management techniques need to be implemented to prevent wasteful surpluses and to ensure proper stock rotation to avoid costly losses due to expired goods. Procedures for controlling, preserving and releasing medical supplies and drugs must be established in consultation with the medical programme staff and the Logistics Unit staff.

Dangerous goods such as fuels, compressed gases, insecticides and other flammable, toxic or corrosive substances are hazardous. International regulations require special markings to identify the dangers inherent in these products.
The following measures should be applied to ensure proper storage of hazardous substances:
· Inform all warehouse personnel of the specific hazards associated with the dangerous goods in store and provide training on how to deal with accidents and spills.

· Post clear instructions in the local language on how to deal with hazardous substances and spills, including who should be notified.

· Follow warning instructions on package labels carefully.

· Stack hazardous materials with due care, post signs that prominently display their dangers and warnings to all those who have access to the storage area.

· Store flammable substances separately, away from the warehouse building.

· Do not permit smoking, cooking or open flames of any kind within 10 metres of the storage areas. Keep fire extinguishers and sand buckets nearby.

· Substances which vaporize easily, whether flammable or toxic, must be kept cool.

· Never store chemicals such as fertilizers, pesticides or cement in a warehouse where foodstuff is or will be located.

· Always check and comply with local regulations when storing hazardous materials

Special storage

· Certain goods require separate warehousing facilities.

· Procedures for controlling, preserving and releasing medical supplies and drugs must be established in consultation with key medical personnel.
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