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Electronic Shipping Indicators - more sophisticated devices that show if a product
has been exposed to temperatures beyond the assigned alarm settings. They record
the temperature at regular intervals during a certain period (normally not exceeding

20 days due to memory overflow). They have a digital display that reflects if the
vaccine being shipped crossed the alarm thresholds.

Shipping indicators are mounted on a coloured card (yellow or blue) with a data entry
section on one side, which the manufacturer fills in at the point of dispatch, and an
instruction and interpretation section on the reverse side for the recipient. Yellow
indicators are for freeze-sensitive vaccines, and blue indicators are for heat-sensitive
vaccines.

These devices are not re-usable once alarm conditions are triggered or the
programmed time elapses. In addition, the heat and/or freeze alarm thresholds are
product-specific, which means that the device is not reusable with different vaccines.
Some brands are able to download the temperature data to a computer. This enables
recipients to determine whether shipments have been exposed to excessively high or
low temperatures; it also helps the procurement agency to determine when, where
and to what extent temperature limits have been exceeded.
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